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Helen Cameron has provided us with a refreshing new book about renewal in parish or congregational life. Her theme is that new social situations and changed understandings of community require a revised analysis and new interpretations for mission. From her experience as a consultant for many in local and some in senior leadership positions and as Director of the Oxford centre for Ecclesiology and Practical Theology she is experienced and well placed to produce a book full of new interpretations.

Cameron looks at what a congregation actually is – and to do so she describes the varying size and style of the modern church. Those who think conventional Sunday morning worship is the norm can learn much here. Most importantly Cameron analyzes the relationship between any local worshipping group and the community in which it is set. Here for her is the foundation of mission.  The chapters analyse decision-making and leadership and all is underpinned and resourced with bible studies and suggestions for further reading.

This is no book for those who think there are ‘quick-fix’ solutions for the confused, complacent or ailing congregation. What the alert reader will find in this new generation book is confident analysis and robust practical programme suggestions all based on the belief that the springboard for mission is community development from the viewpoint of practical Christian theology.

Malcolm Grundy.  

